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L’orateur

Kurt Kj. Christensen is an Architect with an urban Planner Masters from the royal academic
of fine arts, achieved in 1987. Since then he has been working in urban planning issues, both
in the private and public sectors.

From 1995 he started working at the s- bs renewal company with urban planning aspect in
Copenhagen. He was the project leader of a large urban renewable project at Vesterbro
District, the Hedebygadeproject (large urban ecology project) and other projects regarding
holistic urban renewal projects both in Copenhagen and in old parts of urban fabrics in other
major cities in Denmark.

He was also involved in a climate change project at Skt Kjelds district, Copenhagen and
various projects concerning neighbourhood gentrification, particularly in the elder part of
cities and in suburban urban districts.

Apart from his work in urban planning, he also teaches at the Danish Tekcnical University.
Moreover, he is a member of the Danish urban planning association, where he leads the group
since 2002.

La conférence

The Hedebygade urban block is situated in the Vesterbro district, a central industrialised area
of Copenhagen with a mix of buildings for trade, industry and residential purposes built in the
late nineteenth century.

The Hedebygade was a very dilapidated block, in desperate need of renovation. Given the
growing concern about cleaner energies and lower energy consumption, a project was built
around the renovation of this block. The objectives of this project were:

e To establish a large demonstration project in Copenhagen to provide an example of
environmentally sound urban renewal.

e To contribute to the further development of urban ecological solutions for the
renovation of existing properties.

e To demonstrate the resources available in Denmark for such restoration.

e To contribute to the commercial use as well as to urban ecological renovation.

This presentation will focus on the lessons learned from this project.

After presenting the urban renewal context in Denmark, focus will set on the the Vesterbro
district and the Hedebygade project. The results and evaluation will be discussed from a “back
then” context but also from nowadays perspective (15 years after the beginning of the
project).

Given the fact that the renovation of the Hedebygade urban block is part of an on-going
renewal of the Vesterbro area of Copenhagen, other current projects in Copenhagen will also
be presented and discussed.

Acces : Bus 2 et 19, arrét Musée d’Ethnographie — Tram 12 et 15, arrét Plainpalais —
Bus 1, arrét Ecole-Médecine et Plainpalais



